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Agenda 

13.00  Welcome and introductions 

13.15  What do we mean by student  

  engagement? 

13.45  Hannah Plant, Change Agents UK 

14.30  Break 

14.45  Case Study 

15.30  An Outline approach – developing a 

  strategy 

16.00  Developing an action plan 
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What do we mean by student 

engagement? 
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What do we mean by student 

engagement? 

• Student engagement occurs when 

"students make a psychological 

investment in learning” 
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“Effective and deep learning about 

sustainability cannot be confined to the 

individual programme or degree but 

has to take place across the entire 

student experience.”  

 

 

(Hopkinson, Hughes and Layer 2007 
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Who engages with students? 

Chooses 
Institution 

•Who do they 
engage with? 

•Mechanism for 
engagement? 

Joins Institution  

•Who do they 
engage with? 

•Mechanism for 
engagement? 

Experiences  
Institution 
 

•Who do they 
engage with? 

•Mechanism for 
engagement? 

Graduates 

•Who do they 
engage with? 

•Mechanism for 
engagement? 



Where do opportunities exist for 
student engagement? 

Informal 
Curriculum 

Physical 
Curriculum 

Formal 
Curriculum 
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Why is student engagement and 

sustainability important? 

Context  

• Respond and shape real world conditions 

• Equip students with the skills to operate in a resource 
constrained world 

• Employability 

•  “Developing the leadership skills we need for the 
transition to a sustainable economy is both urgent and 
critical to our future economic success – as well as our 
social and environmental wellbeing” BITC 

• 90% of businesses think these skills (sustainability) 
are a critical business issues and 80% seen an urgent 
need to put programmes in place 
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Why is student engagement and 

sustainability important? 

Policy 

• There is an increasingly strong mandate for 
ESD 

• “The greatest contribution HE can make to 
sustainable development is by enabling 
students to acquire the skills and knowledge 
that allow them to make a lasting difference.  
What they learn and what they are taught are 
therefore critical” HEFCE 

• ESD offers relevance and renewal in 
curriculum 
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Why is student engagement and 

sustainability important? 

• Rising public interest 

• Funding council mandate 

• Links to employability and employers 

• Student demand 

• Professional requirement 

• Financial savings and efficiencies 

• Enriching the curriculum and enhancement of 
teaching and learning 

• Policy is leading all institutions in this direction 

• Some tutors / academics feel obliged to their 
student as the next generation 

 



Negative 
Impacts 

 

Positive 
Contribution 

 

We need to 

recognise 

and enhance 

the 

positives! 



 

 

 

•Learning and Teaching 

•Research 

•Student Engagement 

•Utilities 

•Resource Efficiency and Waste 

•Sustainable ICT 

•Sustainable Construction and 
Renovation 

•Biodiversity 

•Travel and Transport 

•Community and  Public 
Engagement 

•Business and Industry 
Interface 

•Procurement and Supplier 
Engagement 

 

•Leadership 
•Staff Development and 
Engagement 
 

Leadership 
and 

Governance 

Partnership 
and 

Engagement 

Learning 
and  

Teaching 

Facilities 
and 

Operations 
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Hannah Plant 

Change Agents UK 
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Student Engagement 

 

 

• Developing your student engagement plan 
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Who engages with students? 

Chooses 
Institution 

•Who do they 
engage with? 

•Mechanism for 
engagement? 

Joins Institution  

•Who do they 
engage with? 

•Mechanism for 
engagement? 

Experiences  
Institution 
 

•Who do they 
engage with? 

•Mechanism for 
engagement? 

Graduates 

•Who do they 
engage with? 

•Mechanism for 
engagement? 
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Developing your plan 

• What are you trying to achieve? 

• Who is best placed to engage? 

• Who do you need to engage with? 

• What are the existing opportunities that 

take place within the institution? 

• How do avoid overload! 
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Questions / Discussion 

 

 

 


